
Support for Flood Impacted Blueberry Producers 
 
 
There are a few steps blueberry farmers can follow to access the various programs which provide assistance to 
blueberry farmers who have been impacted by flooding. There are Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries delivered 
Business Risk Management programs (BRM), Disaster Financial Assistance (DFA) and commercial insurance. Following 
are the recommended steps for a farmer to follow. 
 
Contact your commercial insurance provider. 

- Identify what you are covered for and start the claim process. 
- There may have been coverage on some items a farmer chose not to purchase or did not insure at an adequate 

value. Government programs (BRM, DFA) are unlikely to provide any assistance on things which were insurable. 
- In many cases mobile equipment (e.g. tractors, harvesters) were insurable and are covered by commercial 

insurance. 
- Only your insurance agent is qualified to answer specific questions about your farm and your insurance 

coverage. 
 
If you have AgriInsurance (crop insurance) notify the Abbotsford office you have suffered a loss. 

- AgriInsurance polices include coverage for the blueberry plants and for the 2022 crop. 
- The application deadline for AgriInsurance in 2022 was October 31 2021. The current flooding losses are covered 

by your 2022 policy. 
- AgriInsurance contains options which a grower chooses from. AgriInsurance staff can answer questions about 

your policy and the claim process. 
- Punjabi speaking AgriInsurance staff are available. 

 
Contact Disaster Financial Assistance. 

- DFA is administered by Emergency Management BC (EMBC)in conjunction with local Emergency Operations 
Centers. 

- Only EMBC personnel are qualified to determine what assistance you qualify for. 
- Generally speaking DFA provides assistance with flood clean-up and land reparation. It is unlikely they will 

provide assistance to replant crops or replace lost income. 
- DFA has some payment limits and eligibility criteria which may impact the assistance you receive. 

 
Apply for AgriStability if you do not already participate 

- AgriStability is a BRM program. It provides assistance against severe drops in income. 
- You can still apply for 2021 and should if you suffered a severe income decline (revenue loss or expense 

increase) in 2021. 
- The income loss in 2021 may be due to the past summer’s heat, labour issues or a combination of things 
- You may be able to access an interim payment for 2021 within a few weeks if you suffered losses in 2021. 
- AgriStability is an individualized program based on the revenue and expenses of your farm. 
- You can start the application process for 2022 if you do not want to apply for 2021. 
- There are AgriStability staff located in Abbotsford and service is available in Punjabi. 
- If you have lost your blueberry plants AgriStability may provide some assistance in future year for the loss of 

income while you re-establish your blueberries. 
 
AgriRecovery Applications Will be Available in the Near Future 

- AgriRecovery is a framework which enables the province to work with Canada to develop a response to a 
specific loss event 

- AgriRecovery will be provided to BC farmers who must incur extraordinary expenses to return to production 
- The specifics of AgriRecovery are currently under development. The wide range of impacted farms and types of 

losses and costs make development of this AgriRecovery a large task. 
- There are currently 8 staff allocated to working out details and negotiating with Canada on the response. 



- AgriRecovery will include extraordinary expenses which may be excluded from DFA because of the eligibility 
criteria of that program. 

- AgriRecovery will not cover items which could have been covered by insurance or which DFA pays for. 
- If you lost your blueberry plants but did not purchase AgriInsurance you may still receive an AgriRecovery 

payment. 
- AgriRecovery will cover 70% of the established extraordinary costs. 
- One on one assistance will be provided to farmers requiring assistance completing applications and where 

possible service in Punjabi will be made available. 
 
AgriRecovery for Blueberries 

- Significant work has already been done to develop the AgriRecovery response for blueberries 
- Payments will be made for the following types of extraordinary costs needed to recover from flooding if agreed 

to by Canada 
o Repairs to farm buildings and stationary equipment located in those buildings. This could include repairs 

to uninsurable losses to housing for farm workers, sorting and packing lines. 
o Repair of irrigation equipment and drainage infrastructure including drain tiles and ditches not 

maintained by the municipality 
o General land clean-up, disposal costs 
o Removal and disposal of dead plants 
o Tillage and preparation of lands for replanting 
o Plants and planting costs including mulches. 
o Labour and, if required, machinery rental to complete replanting 
o Input costs such as fertilizer, weed and pest control and pruning for the planting year and 2 additional 

years 
o A process is under discussion to stage payments for farmers who prefer not to receive all eligible 

payments at once. Taxation is a consideration. 
o Consultation with the blueberry industry and negotiations with Canada are under way to ensure 

everything which can be included in AgriRecovery will be included. 
o If you undertake any of the work which may be covered by AgriRecovery or DFA farmers are strongly 

advised to keep all receipts, track hours of work and take pictures documenting damage. 
 


