Agenda - Saturday, June 26th 11:00AM-1:00PM
1.

Call to Order

2.

Approval of the Agenda

3.

Approval of Minutes of the AGM held on December 10th, 2020

4.

Business arising from the Minutes

5.

Financial report and budget

6.

Auditor appointment

7.

Elections – board of director positions (see nominee bios on
next page

8.

Adjourn

British Columbia Blueberry Council
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Draft – Meeting Minutes
December 10, 2020
1. Call to Order and confirmation of quorum
2020 Annual General Meeting was called to order at 11:33 AM
Quorum was confirmed at 11:33 AM
2. Approval of the Agenda
Motion: to “approve the agenda as presented to the members.” CARRIED
3. Approval Minutes of the AGM held on June 18, 2019
Motion: to “approve the minutes of the June 18th, 2019 AGM with corrections to Items 5.1 & 5.2 to
correct the word: “disturbed” to “distributed” as distributed to the members.” CARRIED
4. Business arising from the Minutes
Bylaw Review Committee: has this committee been formed? Not at this time due to COVID, will put
this item into the workplan for the new board.
5. Reports
5.1. Chair’s report – this was not supplied during the meeting due to time constraints; it will be
shared with the members via email.
5.2. Financial Statements for the year ending March 31, 2020
Ryan C. of MNP presented the Audited Financial Statements to the members, the membership had
the ability to download to review these in detail. A clean audit was submitted, and no questions
from the BCBC office were required
5.3. Financial Overview: Finance Chair, Jason Smith presented the financial statements and
reviewed the members of the committee:
Statement of Operations: Assets: $3,028,143; Revenue: $2,723,423; Operating Exp: $2,407,815;
Net Revenue: $315,608
Statement of Financial Position: Assets: $2,585,724; Liabilities: $286,912; Net Assets: $3,343,751
Motion: to “accept the audited financial statements as presented.” CARRIED
5.4. Proposed budget:
Motion: to “approve the April 1, 2020 – March 31, 2021 Proposed Budget as presented to the
members” CARRIED/ 6 Opposed
US 201 Global Safeguard cost is approximately to be $550K, $300K in 2021 and $250K in 20212022 fiscal year-ends
Motion: to “approve the April 1, 2021 – March 31, 2022 Proposed Budget as presented to the
members.” Seconded. Discussion concluded with members requiring 2021 actuals before make a
decision on passing the budget.
The motion was rescinded, and recommended a year-to-date expense be supplied to the members
for passing the April 1, 2021 – March 31, 2022 budget TABLED
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6. Global safeguard Investigation update
William Pellerin, Gov Canada started the meeting as the Council waited for quorum. He supplied a
Power Presentation to the members on the current status of the US International Trade Commission
Global 201 Safeguard Investigation that is in process on Blueberries.
7. Auditor appointment for 2021 audit.
Motion: to “appoint MNP as the auditors for fiscal year 2021.” CARRIED
8. Elections – board of director results
Candidates: Region B - Dalbir Benipal, Ray Biln, Ryan Thiara, Xin Wang
Candidates: Region C - Gurprit Brar, Paul Sangha, Harjot Toor
MNP reported on the election results:
Region B: Dalbir Benipal; Xin (Eva) Wang
Region: B = 120 votes (60 ballots)
Region C: Gurprit Brar; Harjot Toor
Region: C = 155 votes
Approved by acclamation to the board of directors - Dave Gill “Member at Large”
Approved by acclamation to the board of directors - Bryce Guliker “Zone A”
9. Adjourn
Motion: to “adjourn the 2020 BC Blueberry Annual General Meeting.” Carried.
Adjourned at 12:38 PM
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Raj Grewal
Golden Agriculture
Region A (Abbotsford, Agassiz, Chilliwack)
I was born and raised in Abbotsford, BC. As a family, we started farming in 2001, when I was 8 years old. As I got older, I
began to take over more duties on the farm and developed a keen interest in agriculture/business in BC. I attended the
University of the Fraser Valley and obtained a Bachelor of Business Administration degree and currently work as a
Commercial Analyst with Envision Financial. I am a big believer in constantly learning and finding new ways to grow
personally and professionally.

Surjit Singh Gosal
Gosal Group Farm Ltd.
Region C (Surrey, Delta, Richmond, Langley)
My name is Surjit Singh GosaI, and I write to you today in hopes of joining this team as a board member. Since my arrival
in Canada in the 1990s and even back in my homeland India, I have always been involved in the agricultural industry. It
has been a profound dream of mine to be able to join such a prestigious council and help cultivate the best possible
future of Blueberry Farms across BC. I have worked tirelessly across my years to be able to able to become the best
farmer I can possibly be, and I only look to help others as much as possible by taking on the responsibility of this position.
Having years of farming experience myself, and a unique background in the agricultural industry as a whole, I believe I
can offer great value and insight to the Blueberry Council. I apply to this position because I believe I have the necessary
skills and mannerisms to be successful. My passion towards the agricultural industry but more specifically the Blueberry
industry has only increased over the years. By holding this position, I want to be able to work with individuals who share
the same goals as me, which is to see our industry prosper and continually grow.
I thank you for taking your time to read my application.

Ripanjit Malhi
Malhi Farms Ltd.
Region B (Coquitlam, Pitt Meadows, Maple Ridge)
Ripanjit Malhi grew up living and working at his family business Malhi Farms Ltd., located in Pitt Meadows, B.C. After
graduating from BCIT from the Marketing Management program, he continued to work on the family farm. He is
currently the operation assistant, helping in overseeing the daily operation of the farm. He believes in promoting local
business and working closely with local companies. Ripan is passionate about promoting blueberry business with local
markets. In recent years, more acres have been added to the blueberry market, which has impacted blueberry prices and
at the same time increased labor demand. Ripan is hopeful that he can work with other directors to overcome some of
the issues that the industry will be facing in the coming years and promoting BC Blueberries to the world. He believes
that farmers, labors and packers need to work together to achieve success for all parties involved at all levels through
new techniques of farming, training and education for new farmers, and at the same time protecting our farm
environment.

Charanjit S. Chahal
Harpal Farm Ltd.
Member at Large- All Regions
My name is Charanjit S. Chahal. I have been farming since 2015 with farms in Mission. I am willing to work together with
the council to explore new possibilities for the benefit of the BC Blueberry industry and its growers. I love being a farmer,
it is my passion.

BC Blueberry Council

Annual Financial Review
2021
June 19th, 2021

Key Income Sources

Levies
45%
55%

Program Funding
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Key income sources- Notes

The 2 major sources of income/revenue are:
1.

Programs Funding
A.

B.

2.

Canadian Agricultural Partnership (majority)

•
•

AgriScience
AgriMarketing

Investment Agriculture Foundation (lesser extent)

•
•
•

BuyBC – GoBlue promotions event
Climate Action (e.g. tarp use for improving fruit quality)
Anthracnose Project

Levies – for the 2020 season, levies on 175 million pounds were received, totalling $1,392,000.

Note: in the financial statements (pg. 2), levy income includes a 2019 season late payment, thus $1, 399,830 is recorded and this is after
the 5% admin discount ($57,804.65) to First Receivers.
Also, see ‘deferred revenue’ amount of $243,331 on pg. 1. These funds have been received in addition to $898,932, so program funding
total is $1,142,263.*
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Major Expenses
$609,585

$583,906
$540,935
$461,855

Domestic promotions

International promotions

Global Safeguard
investigation

Research and Development
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Major expenses - Notes
BCBC bylaws instruct the allocation of levy funds as the following:
•

40% on promotion – $739,878 of levy funds were allocated to promotions, 12% higher then the 40%
requirement. For across Canada in the frozen campaign (domestic), additional funds were required.
Other than BuyBC, there is no funding available for domestic promotions. We received $305,928 total in
funding of $1,045,761 spent ($230K under AgriMarketing for international promotions). The increase was
mainly to address the Lowbush/Wild negative TV ads against cultivated:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3D0JBGNxYk We partnered with Corus Media to run positive tv
ads during frozen campaign.

•

30% on research – approximately 20% ($173K) of levy funds used towards the $609,589 spent
(this includes the breeding program)

•

20% grower education/industry relations (includes COVID response and Membership) –
approximately 18% of levy funds were spent, cost-share funds used to reduce the cost (e.g. extreme
heat, tarp pilot project)

•

The unexpected cost for 2020 was for the Global Safeguard Investigation was $540,935. Of this
$523,415 was strictly US lawyer fees.

Important note:
Research & Development cost of $833,848 includes BC Raspberry Industry Development Council and BC
Strawberry costs, as BCBC administers the AgriScience program. See note 4 on pg. 6, “Receivables from
other Berry Councils”, $224,259. Therefore, BCBC spent $609,589 of the $705,000 budgeted.
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Major expenses – Additional notes
Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenses - $655,935
•
•

Minus amortization (pg. 3), $652,104
With ‘deferred revenue’ (pg. 1), $652,104 - $243,331 = $408,773

In the 2021 proposed budget, the deficit was estimated to be approximately $549,000. This only
included a $300,000 allocation for the Global Safeguard Investigation (GSI).
Even after paying the $540,935 for GSI, the actual expense of $408,733 indicates a $140,227
reduction in the estimated $549,000 deficit.
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Assets and Liabilities
Assets
current as of March 31st, 2021
Cash- Operations account
(CAN/US)
Short term investments
Accounts Receiveable
Prepaid expense

Value
$638,560
$1,515,815
$831,375
$13,725

Other assets
GIC - long term
Property and equipment
Investment in signifcantly
influenced entity
Advance to signficantly
influenced entity
Total

Liabilities
current as of March 31, 2021
Accounts payable and accurals
Deferred revenue
Total
Net Assets- Unrestricted

$360,186
$3,769
46
$10,576
$3,374,052

Value
$442,905
$243,331
$686,236
$2,687,816

The only notable change here is the Long-term
investment of $1033,822 in 2020 (April 1, 2021)
moved to Short-term investments (see note 3 on
pg. 6), reflected in the $1,515,815 above.
BC Berry Cultivar Development Inc –
company for commercialization of new
varieties

Approximately $230,000 was paid for the
Global Safeguard defence after March 31, thus
recorded here
The change here reflects the $655,935 deficit,
however note $243,331 is recorded under
deferred revenue, increasing the deficit from
$412,622 to $655,935.
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British Columbia Blueberry Industry Development Council
Proposed Budgets
31-Mar-22

Revenue
Grower levies', net of discount
Program funding
Interest revenue
Newsletter and sponsorship
Expenses
Accounting and legal
Amortization
Consulting fees
Domestic promotion
IBO expenses (recovery)
COVID-19 response
Growers support & industry relations
BCBCDI (due to/from)
Global Safeguard investigation
International promotion
Meeting and travel costs
Director time per diems
Membership
Office, insurance and miscellaneous
Rent
Research and development
Wages and benefits
Excess of revenue over expenses
Reserve funds
Budget surplus (deficit)
Note - levy estimates
170 million lbs. for 2021 budget
165 million lbs. for 2022 budget
minus 5% processor/packer discount
for payment prior or on Oct. 31

Budget

Actuals

Budget

Apr. 1, 2020 to
Mar. 31, 2021

Apr. 1, 2020 to
Mar. 31, 2021

Apr 1, 2021 to
Mar. 31, 2022

$1,292,000
$882,000
$35,000
$4,000
$2,213,000

$1,399,830
$898,932
$8,717
$8,450
$2,315,929

$1,254,000
$827,707
$30,000
$4,000
$2,115,707

$39,000
$7,000
$15,000
$550,000

$39,955
$3,831
$1,260
$583,906
-$1,380
$39,621
$171,813
$6,719
$540,935
$461,885
$10,609
$15,440
$45,213
$26,180
$26,705
$833,848
$165,324
$2,971,864
-$655,935

$39,000
$7,000
$0
$432,707

$100,000
$200,000
$10,000
$300,000
$500,000
$10,000
$43,000
$65,000
$50,000
$28,000
$705,000
$185,000
$2,807,000
-$594,000
$594,000
$0

-$655,935

$0
$180,000
$10,000
$0
$510,000
$2,000
$25,000
$50,000
$50,000
$25,000
$600,000
$185,000
$2,115,707
$0
$0
$0

